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Moral and Ethics Assignment
Part 1
Religion and Morality 
Religion defines morality in many ways, and to a large extent, what is considered morally right in the society is set by the religious teachings. In the article, America is not a Christian Nation; the United States' founding fathers saw the risks of becoming a church-state. This would explain why the United States constitution is wholly a secular document. Religion and morality need to be separated, but I think that it is impossible to realize morality without religion. My opinion on this issue is that morality and religion are two inseparable concepts that need to be understood as one. Morality is defined in the context of religion. 
The contest between religious groups and their opponents continue to depict the concepts of morality and religion. As Wood (2012) explains in his article "Does Religion make us Moral?" even though moral teachings are deeply embedded in the traditions of the great religions, it does not mean that everyone is moral or righteous. As Michael Lind also explains his article "America is not a Christian Nation," there is a need to separate being moral and religion. Despite arguments that the United States was founded on Christianity's principles, various leaders have come out citing that even though the majority of the American population is largely composed of Christians, it is not true to claim that the country was founded from religious principles. One such leader includes the former President of the United States, Barack Obama, who claimed that even though religious conservatives believe that the founding fathers intended the country to be a Christian country, it is not (America is not a Christian Nation, p. 1). I also agree with this observation that being religious does not make one righteous or moral. 
The haves and the have nots can be understood from the morality and religious perspective. Religion sees it morally right to help those who cannot be able in society irrespective of one's status. Those who have are also advised to share what they have with the have nots. But, I think that moral values can be set by society. As Lind explains, the United States was founded by people who were bound by ideals and an agreeable set of values. This is the message that all that is needed to have a moral society is a clear, common, and agreeable set of values, which may not necessarily be associated with any religion. Understanding moral responsibility to humanity from the religious perspective can help influence access to health care services by both the haves and the have nots. Even though religious morality would compel the health care providers to provide health care services for everyone equally, the ethical obligations, on the other hand, create an inhibition of religious morality. As such, it would not be possible for both the haves and the have nots to have access to health care services equally. Religion and morality are elements that facilitate the existing American democratic system, but not its root. I think that it may be a weak thing to religious conservatives, but it is the same thing that makes America great and different from many countries around the world. America's democracy and liberalism, which is dissociated from religion, has set principles that otherwise would have been privatized and personalized in a religious state.  
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